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protective  about  the  church  in  provide  Bibles  to  all  who  ask." 
China.  "We  have  done  <juBe  a  lot  In  the  interview,  Wenzao 

to  do  away  with  the  foreign  influ-  was  not  asked  about  a  charge 
erase  of  Christianity/'  he  said.  he  made  in  November  that  tne 

Concerning  the  persecution  International  Mission  Board 
of  believers,  including  those  in  (IMB)  is  "secretly"  sending 
"meeting  points"  as  Wenzao  "church  workers  from  abroad 
called  nome  churches,  he  ...  to  carry  out  missionary  work 
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The  deacon  body  of  Arbor  Grove  Church,  Houston,  honor  their  oldest 
deacon,  Cecil  Vanlandingham,  by  presenting  him  with  a  certificate  of 
appreciation  and  a  watch.  Vanlandingham,  who  turned  90  in  September, 
is  still  ah  active  deacon.  Wayne  King  is  pastor. 
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::  Sytvarena  Church,  Sylvarena,  bums  the  note  of  indebtedness  on  their 
pastorinm  after  a  "Make  It  Up"  Sunday  offering  came  in  $2,000  above 
the  regular  church  offering.  Jerry  Barlow  is  pastor. 


Baptist  CoMege  News 


-  TWo  young  ladies  of  Iuka  Church  surrender  for  full-time  Christian 
work.  Peggy  Sanders  Is  preparing  herself  for  foreign  mission  work, 
while  Julie  Rhodes  is  preparing  to  do  home  mission  work  in  the  field 
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Compiled  (Whitaker  House) 


Jt  never  fails.  With  the  strains  of  state  conventions  have 
"Auld  Lang  Syne"  still  strong  in  our  decided  to  go  down  the 
ears  and  optimism  building  for  the  same  path, 
dawning  new  year,  something  always  As  we  turn  inward  and 
brings  us  back  to  reality  with  a  jolt.  consume  ourselves  at  yet 

Southern  Baptists  got  the  dreaded  jolt  another  level,  a  lost  world 
this  year  a  little  earlier  than  usual,  with  the  as  always  continues  to 
announcement  in  the  last  few  weeks  of  await  the  gospel.  Therein 
1997  that  disgruntled  members  of  yet  lies  the  tragedy, 
another  state  Baptist  convention  are  The  denomination  that, 
preparing  to  split  from  the  main  body.  pours  its  resources  into 

Kentucky  will  apparently  begin  1998  world  evangelism  on  a 
with  two  distinct  state  Baptist  con-  scale  unprecedented  in  the 

Iventions,  joining  Texas  ana  Virginia  Protestant  world  is  also  a 
in  a  trio  of  "old  line"  Southern  denomination  that 

Baptist  states  in  which  irreconcil-  indulges  fratricide, 

able  differences  and  factionalism  Southern  Baptists  have  a 
have  culminated  in  division  of  the  burning  passion  to  reach 
fellowship.  The  same  fate  may  sinners  on  the  other  side  of 
befall  several  other  state  conven¬ 
tions  before  the  close  of  1998. 

Listening  to  the  squabbles  has 
been  like  enduring  multiple  bitter 
divorce  proceedings  within  one's 
own  immediate  family.  There 
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relate  to  their  Christian 
brother  in  the  next  seat. 

What  a  mixed  message 
that  must  be  to  tne 
unreached.  Do  we  love 
everyone  in  Christ,  or  just 
the  people  who  agree  with 
us?  Do  we  welcome  all 
people  into  bur  fellowship, 
or  just  the  ones  who 
promise  to  "vote  right?" 

Are  we  a  mass  gathering  of 
focused  believers,  or  sim¬ 
ply  another  political  party? 

We  were  given  a  clear 

mandate  by  our  Savior  (Matt.  28:18-20).  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Surely  our  infighting  causes  him  grief  when  God  can  use  Mississippi  Ba 
he  explained  our  mission  so  plainly  and  model  to  bring  the  warmongr 

simply.  We  sin  when  our  worldy  ambitions  senses  across  the  Souther 

^  and  self-absorption  adulterate  the  Great  Convention.  We  can  set  the  st 

eventual  victory.  A  win-at-all-costs  strategy  Commission  he  gave  us.  Christian  conduct  in  places  vs 

is  put  into  play!  Mississippi  Baptists  have  spoken  with  one  don't  appear  to  be  any  standarc 

Southern  Baptists  are  not  new  to  this  voice  on  trus  issue.  There  is  no  doubt  that  -We  nave  chosen  not  to  be  a 
game,  of  course.  The  20-year  pitched  battle  "priority  one"  is  to  help  bring  Mississippi  problem;  we  should  pray  tha 
for  control  of  the  national  denomination  and  the  world  to  Jesus.  That's  not  just  a  slo-  make  us  part  of  the  solution, 
claimed  as  many  innocent  victims  as  com-  gan.  We  back  up  those  words  with  our  time.  If  we  are  completely  submi 
batants.  Now,  it  seems,  at  least  some  of  the  talent,  and  treasure  on  scales  unmatched  in  will,  be  assured  he  will  find  a  v\ 


-joe  — 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


IOOK-I  DON'T  MB  AN  TO  P*W- 
BUT  Dotf'T  -YOU  BAPTISTS  WAVE 

Something  of  an  idcmtitv  problem?* 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  )r. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Carl  M.  White 


EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Florence  Larrimore 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Renee  Walley 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


Semantics,  euphemisms,  dou¬ 
blespeak,  iaioms,  obfusca¬ 
tion  —  terms  that  can  be  used 
to  describe  the  word-switching 
which  disguises  and  conceals 
hidden  agendas. 

One  group  which  uses  this 
method  so  effectively  is  the 
humanist  crowd  which  has 
been  changing  America  for  the 
last  35-40  years.  Their  influence 
has  been  subtle  but  never-end¬ 
ing  since  the  early  1960's, 
resulting  in  a  culture  today 
which  minimize?  and  even 
ridicules  traditional  family  val¬ 
ues  and  Biblical  mores. 

The  humanists  are  highly 
educated  and  very  articulate. 

Many  wbrk  in  opinion-forming 
positions  throughout  our  c»  n- 
try  in  the  media,  business,  .  r  ., 
federal  government,  and.  cas¬ 
eation  fields.  They  are  e\ c .  >  -  v 

where,  and  have  successfully  preachers  and  evangelical 
made  us  speak  misleading 
words  which  use  a  < ' 
vagueness  that  hides  thqjf  real 
objectives.  Some  examples  are: 

♦  "abortion"  for  infanticide. 

♦  "adult  entertainment"  for 
sex -oriented  businesses. 

♦  "diversity  training"  for 
homosexual  acceptance. 

♦  "gaming"  for  gambling. 

♦  "gays"  for  homosexuals. 

♦  "gentlemen's  clubs"  for 
strip  joints. 
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Words,  words,  words 

By  Joseph  F.  Fritz,  member 
Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson 
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♦  become  involved.  This 
means  activity  on  many  fronts 
simultaneously.  Our  words,  our 
contacts  with  friends  and  fami¬ 
ly,  the  organizations  we  join, 
the  influencing  of  our  churches 
(many  of  which  are  so  con¬ 
cerned  with  numbers  that  they 
^  are  reluctant  to  offend  any- 

Christians  of  all  denominations  body),  the  places  we  go,  etc.  are 
must  consider  themselves  to  be  some  of  the  ways  to  spread  our 
■a!  war  with  evil  forces.  influences.  The  most  important 
must  as  individuals  of  these  is  words, 
cou  act  with  our  personal  Language  should  be  an 
versions  of  good  influences,  instrument  for  expressing 
This  must  be  done  on  a  hourly  thoughts,  clearly  and  accurately, 
basis,  and  the  war  must  be  Christians  have  for  two  genera- 
viewed  as  never-ending,  rather  tions  been  subjected  to  the  clear, 
than  as  a  single  battle.  Our  but  inaccurate,  doublespeak 
mindsets  must  be  expanded  so  used  by  the  humanists  to  push 
that  we  will:  their  non-Christian  Agendas. 

♦  have  a  heightened  aware-  We  also  have  our  agenda,  the 
ness  of  the  morality-robbing  one  left  by  Jesus,  ana  it's  time 
shots  that  are  fired  at  us  daily  to  again  make  it  the  dominant 
from  TV,  schools,  governmental  one  in  our  world.  The  words 
and  corporate  directives,  etc.  used  by  active  Christians  will 
Especially  we  need  to  be  aware  win  for  our  side  if  we  will  but 
of  the  terminology  used  upon  use  them  correctly, 
us,  and  the  hidden  meanings  Fritz  is  a  Jackson-based  busi- 
behind  much  of  it.  nessman. 
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♦  "New  Age'’  for  Hinduism.  What  to  do?  Although  many 

♦  "physician-assisted  sui-  of  us  are  trying  to  stem  this  tide 

cide"  for  euthanasia.  of  bad  influences,  more  can  be 

♦  "spirits"  for  hard  liquor  done.  I  believe  that  evangelical 
Seldom  does  a  day  pass 

without  Christians  being  bom¬ 
barded  with  some  of  these  rr 
deceptive  euphemism >  Sadly, 
we  nave  often  use  '  suen 
words.  It  is  part:  a.  <\  dis¬ 
tressing  to  near  respected 
‘  _  *"  1  com¬ 

mentators  say  "gay!"  "choice," 
cloudy  etc.  without  a  second  thought. 

T^hey  haw?  fallen  LaAp  the 
clever  trap  »  by  the  fJinanist 
crowd  wnemvant  us  trrbelieve 
that  homos#cual  behavior  is  truly 
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NOBTS  offers  bivocational  music,  education  courses 


A  new  cycle  of  New  Orleans  The  grants  are  available  for  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher. 
Seminary  (NOBTS)  courses  for  both  the  music  and  education  ♦  Northcrest  Church, 
Mississippi  bivocational  music  courses.  Students  already  Meridian.  630-8:30  p.m.,  begin- 
directors  and  education  work-  enrolled  in  the  program  are  not  nine  Jan.  19.  Buday  McElroy 
ers  will  be  offered  beginning  eligible,  and  the  grant  is  limited  teacher. 

Jan.  19  at  several  locations  to  one  person  per  church.  x  Additional  classes  may  be 
around  the  state.  The  third  course  in  the  music  organized  in  other  locations 

Each  student  who  completes  cycle,  "Reading  Music;  around  the  state  where  10-12  stu- 
the  eight-course  music  cycle  Rhythm  / Pitch,"  wul  he  held  at:  dents  are  interested  in  enrolling, 
earns  a  Church  Music  ♦  First  Church,  Columbus.  NOBTS  is  also  offering  z 
Certificate  from  NOBTS,  plus  7-9  p.m.,  beginning  Jan.  20.  Ed  series  of  eight  courses  to  trair 
iight  hours  credit  toward  an  Nix,  teacher.  laypeople  in  churches  to  servt 

jn-campus  degree.  ♦  Broadmoor  Church,  as  bivocational  educationa 

There  is  a  one-time  registra-  Jackson.  7-9  p.m.,  beginning  Jan.  workers.  Those  courses  wil 
tion  fee  of  $25.  The  cost  of  each  20.  Jimmy  McCaleb,  teacher.  begin  the  week  of  Jan.  19  ir 
course  is  $75.  ♦  First  Church,  Purvis.  Purvis,  Jackson,  anc 

"Project  25"  is  a  cooperative  6:30-8:30  p.m.,  beginning  Jan.  Columbus.  Courses  may  alst 
effort  of  NOBTS,  Mississippi  20.  James  Hayes,  teacher.  be  offered  in  Booneville  if  a: 

Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  ♦  Bogue  Chitto  Church,  many  as  ten  people  enroll  foi 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  to  Bogue  Cnitto.  6:30-8:30  p.m.,  the  course, 
grant  $100  for  the  registration  beginning  Jan.  20.  Joe  Elliott,  Each  course  meets  one  nigh 
fee  and  first  course  cost  to  the  teacher.  per  week  for  eight  weelcs 

first  25  bivocational  music  ♦  First  Church,  Booneville.  Registration  fees,  course  fees 
directors  who  register.  7-9  p.m.,  beginning  Jan.  19.  ana  Project  25  rules  apply  tc 
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Missionary  Union  leaders,  and  deacons  will  Church,  Kosciusko.  "They  were  challenged 
come  frqm  this  group,"  he  added.  more  by  him  than  by  anybody." 

Lum  noted  that  attendance  would  have  Holeman  makes  a  point  to  bring  a  group 
been  even  higher  except  for  the  fact  that  to  YEC  each  year.  "It  is  a  good  conference 
snow  over  the  weekend  in  the  northeast-  at  a  good  time,"  he  said.  "They  get  to  see 
em  part  of  the  state  kept  away  at  least  10  other  kids  from  around  the  state.  It's  sort  of 
churches  who  had  p re-registered.  like  a  family  reunion  with  wor-  _____ 

outh  consul-  The  snowstorm  of  that  weekend  also  ship,"  Holeman  added, 
tant  for  the  "{Department  of  Evangelism  of  caused  YEC  keynote  speaker  Ike  Reighard  Lum  noted  that  lives  would  | 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to  cancel.  Reighard  is  the  senior  pastor  of  never  be  touched  each  year  at  t  .  ~ 
(MBCB),  over  2,800  youth  and  their  spon-  Northstar  church  in  Kennesaw,  Ga.  YEC  were  it  not  for  the  adults 

sors  representing  193  churches  registered  In  his  place,  Jackson  pastors  Jim  Futral,  —  parents,  Sunday  School  I 
for  the  annual  Christmas  break  event.  •  of  Broadmoor  Church,  and  Frank  Pollard,  teacners,  and  staff  —  who  J| 

Lum  also  reported  that  31  young  people  of  First  Church,  brought  the  Monday  after-  make  attendance  a  priority.  ^ 


CROWD  PLEASERS  —  Dallas  ventriloquist 
Dennis  Lee  (above)  and  "Eliza  Jane,"  as  well 
as  Ladye  Love  Smith  (below)  of  Nashville, 
performed  at  the  1997  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference. 


Extensive 

.  |  footage  was  shown  of  the 

(HBi  HHI  I  overflow  crowd  in  vvor- 

Bkail  ||gP®  J  ship  and  praise,  and 

^ '  i  A  »  ,,  JBmBCB  Evangelism 

director  honm  \dkins 

.  a  ii  i. 

^4 ***'"  SkJpfU  Hie  C  la  non- 1  edger 

i.  Jr  jj%F-v W-  V »  •y' ne w s p .i pr i  m  lavkson 

% ", also  cov  ered  the  event 

***  ■> fcf1  4 and  provided  extensive 

(T  o  n  e;  .in  :  Ms  nr\i  da\  s 

‘ jp  Mississippi 

Mapl ist  Vuith  vangelism 

'  is  tor 

he  on 

**  College 

For  more  information, 
AM  contact  I  urn  Box 

530, 

■■■"* i1^ 0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
A  near  capacity  crowd  fills  A.  E.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the  Mississippi  College  968-3800  or  toll-free  out- 
n  during  the  1997  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  on  Dec.  29  side  the  Jackson  area 
he  conference  over  30  students  made  professions  of  faith,  with  50  other  deci-  (800)  748-1651. 
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Hand  in  Hand'  Garaywa  kit  now  available 


By  'Wilda  Fancher 


with  the  pastor  to  determine  brochures  about  Patterson  giving  process  to  finance  the 

Place,  use  of  a  permanent  building  of  the  retreat  center, 
t  a  prayer  calendar  for  the  project,  includes  possible  ways  of  han- 
or  ana  presentation  of  a  skit.  A  list  dling  gifts  and  commitments  to 
ch  of  special  gifts  from  which  a  the  Garaywa  fund, 
iry  church  may  select  a  definite  If  a  WMU  director  did  not 
he  item  for  which  to  be  responsi-  receive  a  kit,  or  if  someone  in  a 
x-  ble,  clip  art  and  cartoons  for  the  church  where  there  is  not  a 
in  church  publicity  vehicles,  WMU  director  needs  a  kit, 
ve  posters,  and  a  brochure  con-  contact  the  Mississippi  WMU 
va  taining  a  commitment  envelope  Office  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
complete  the  items  in  the  kit.  Ms  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
f  a  Explanation  of  Hand  in  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out- 
of  Hand  Garaywa  Expands,  the  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


A  joyful  experience  for  lead-  special  Garaywa  Day 
ers  is  to  see  their  followers  he  Garaywa  Week  be  set  for  < 
successful.  Success  is  a  cor-  church,  hopefully  in  Febn 
\  nerstone  for  Mississippi  1998.  Suggestions  for 
\  Baptists  and  Mississippi  emphasis  include  plans  for 
V  |  -  Woman's  Missionary  ognizing  the  many  peopl< 

\  1  Union  (WMU)  as  we  the  church  whose  lives  f 

\J  work  together  to  com-  been  touched  by  Gara1 

plete  projects  we  count  experiences. 
wM  important  to  bringing  Suggestions  include  use 
H ^  Mississippi  and  the  video,  plans  for'distributio 

'll  world  to  Jesus.  Every 
time  Mississippi 
y — Baptists  have  needed 
f  WML  to  help  aicom- 

plish  .i  special  project, 
we  have  Lome  through. 

Lverv  time  WML  has 

needed  Mississippi  Baptists  '4 VHpHj 

to  help  us  with  a  project,  \’(ui  ^ 

come  through.  t|| 

\  r 

project  has 

racy  :  M?P 

"  t.ara\wa  in  I 


Good  Stewardship 


When  the  seeds  of  what  would  become  Baptist  Health  Systems  were  first 
planted  86  years  ago,  they  were  nurtured  with  an  ideal  —  to  emulate  Christ's 
healing  ministry  by  easing  the  suffering  of  mankind,  without  regard  to  ability  to 
pay.  From  the  very  beginning,  people  who  came  to  Baptist  for  medical  help  who 
did  not  have  the  financial  resources  to  pay  have  been  received  and  treated.  In  a 
1915  report,  the  hospital's  leadership  noted  that  of  the  564  patients  treated 
during  the  previous  year,  124  were  charity  patients  who  could  not  pay  for  treat¬ 
ment,  and  1 53  could  only  pay  for  part  of  their  expenses.  In  1 949-50,  the  hospital 
provided  nearly  $1 20,000  worth  of  services  without  charge.  The  rapid  growth  of 
the  following  decades  saw  the  number  of  patients  increase,  and  with  it,  the 
amount  of  charity  care  provided. 

"Providing  care  to  the  needy  is  a  basic  mission  for  us,  rooted  in  our  Christian 
healing  ministry,"  said  Kurt  Metzner,  President  and  CEO  of  Baptist  Health 
Systems.  "Being  good  stewards  of  that  mission  requires  that  we  help  those  who 
come  to  us,  regardless  of  whether  they  can  pay."  In  1996-97,  Baptist  provided 
emergency  room  care  to  5,590  people  without  insurance,  many  of  whom  were 
unable  to  pay.  Nearly  $85  million  worth  of  care  was  provided  to  people  in  need 
who  could  not  pay  their  medical  bills. 

But  there  s  another  facet  to  that  mission  of  service.  Every  day,  Baptist 
employees  provide  their  expertise  to  the  community  through  health  fairs  and 
screenings,  community  education  programs,  lectures,  and  service  or  donations 
to  organizations.  One  such  program,  An  Early  Start  to  a  Healthy  Heart,  provides 
the  expertise  of  Baptist's  cardiac  staff  members  and  physicians  to  first  graders  at 
three  schools  in  Hinds,  Rankin  and  Madison  Counties.  Children  in  these  programs 
learn  how  to  build  a  foundation  of  good  heart  health  by  adopting  healthy  habits 
and  have  fun  along  the  way.  Through  programs  such  as  this  one,  Baptist  can  use 
the  vast  knowledge  of  its  people  to  help  enhance  the  lives  of  people  in  our  com¬ 
munities.  The  result  is  not  only  healthier  kids,  but  healthier  communities  years 
down  the  road.  That  s  the  real  gift  Baptist's  3,500  employees  and  physicians  take 
home  when  they  leave  work  each  day. 


WCC/MC  join  hands 


Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Hospital  Community  Service 

Call  1-800-948-6262  for  more  information. 


Arron  Bilbo,  a  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  fresh¬ 
man,  helps  secure  sheet  rock  to  the  ceiling  of  the 
Spanish  mission  church  in  Forest.  Students  from  the 
Baptist  Student  Unions  of  both  WCC  and  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  joined  hands  in  this  mission  project  on 
November  22  as  an  effort  to  help  the  mission  church 
and  to  build  closer  ties  between  the  two  Baptist 
schools.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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■■  FIBERGLASS 
"  SPECIALTIES 
INCORPORATED 


Paintings,  drawings,  and  native.  He  began  sketching 
sculptures  by  Merdian  artist  and  drawing  as  a  small  child. 
Larry  Moore  will  be  featured  by  He  has  been  sketching  profes- 
the  Lucile  Parker  Gallery  at  sionally  for  25  years.  He  will 
William  Carey  College  in  sketch  at  the  Wal-Mart 
Hattiesburg  beginning  SuperCenter  on  Hardy  Street 

Thursday,  Jan.  8  through  Fek.  Jan.  9-11.  Prices  vary,  depend- 
13, 1998.  A  reception  wilfbe  held_  ing  on  the  size  and  number  of 
from  5:00  until  6:00  p.m.  on  Jan  people,  ranging  from  $15  to 
8.  This  exhibit  can  be  viewed  $25  and  up.  He  also  does  com- 
duririg  the  regular  gallery  mission  portraits  from  pho- 
hours,  1:00  to  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  tographs  or  live  sittings, 
through  Friday,  or  by  appoint-  The  Lucile  Parker  Gallery  is 
ment  by  calling  582-6192.  located  in  the  Thomas  Fine 

Portraiture  are  the  hallmark  Arts  Building  on  the  William 
of  Larry  Moore.  He  can  be  Carey  College  Hattiesburg 
found  drawing  portraits  in  campus, 
ebony,  brown  or  charcoal  pen¬ 
cils  in  large  stores,  malls,  or  William  Carey  College  is 
conventions  almost  daily,  accepting  applications  from 
Working  quickly  while  gifted  students  to  compete  in 
engaged  in  articulate  conver-  the  1998  Talent  Search  which 
sation  with  his  subject,  Moore  will  be  held  Jan.  22  in  the 
captures  an  essence  of  each  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Building  on 
person  in  an  economy  of  lines  campus.  Students  will  compete 
that  is  by  no  means  a  carica-  in  one  of  two  categories:  7th 
ture,  but  is  something  people  through  9th  or  10th  through 
cherish  and  frame.  12th  grade.  For  more  informa- 

Moore,  father  of  eight  chil-  tion,  call  the  music  department 
dren,  is  a  Newton  County  at  (601)  582-6175. 


An  endowment  sholarship  the  funds  to  sponsor  up  to  three 
ha&v  been  established  at  students  annually  to  participate 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  in  the  school's  growing  foreign 
honor  of  1948  graduate  James  study  program.  Since  1989,  tne 
E.  Parkman,  a  longtime  universitynas  sent  150  students 
Clinton  resident  and  support-  to  London  for  a  semester  and 
er  of  MC.  In  1985  Parkman  more  than  200  students  on 
was  inducted  into  the  MC  abbreviated  programs  of  one 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  for  his  week  or  more.  Students  have 
contributions  as  an  athlete  studied  in  China,  Germany, 
and  coach.  His  career  in  edu-  France,  and  the  former  Soviet 
cation,  before  his  retirement  in  republics. 

1985,  including  service  with 
MC,  Dekalb  Community 
College  and  the  Mississippi 
State  Department  of 
Education.  Parkman  is  a 
member  of  First  Church, 

Clinton. 

The  scholarship  will  provide 


Does  your 
c  h  u  rc  h 
face 
the 

deacon 
dilemma?  j 


D  Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 

Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 

Life  Answers  is  on  hiatus  until  Jan.  22. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  PO.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Developing  Deacon  Ministry  TeaWFfr 
a  new  eight-session  resource,  helps  yot 
resolve  the  deacon  dilemma  by... 

♦  identifying  ministry  needs  in  your  chur 

♦  discovering  each  deacon’s  spiritual  giftf 

♦  forming  ministry  teams  to  meet  needs 


BAPTISTRIES  1 

MOCHUREIiCT  HEATER&  PUMPS 

factory  direct 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
1-S00-M1-0679 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3S11  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415. 


Developing  Deacon  Ministry  Teams  gets 

praise... 

“...particularly  helpful  in  using  spiritual  gifts  to  form 
vour  teams. ..an  invaluable  resource.. .gives  a  practical 
focus...  a  great  model.” 

Robert  Sheffield 

National  Consultant  in  Deacon  Ministry 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

“...meets  the  need  for  fresh,  new  resources  for  dea¬ 
con  minstry...I  recommend  it.” 

Dr.  Matt  Buckles,  Deacon  Ministry 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information:  ' 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  r  r;  U„finr,  Incuranrp 
High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  liUllOn  insurance 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  „  _  _  _ 

l5w  Rates!  1-800-463-4348 
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The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


God  intends  l 
for  ail  his  children 
to  live  with  him  for¬ 


ever,  but  the  road  to  everlast¬ 
ing  life  is  blocked.  To  find  that 
road  you  must: 

Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 

Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

God  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 

Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  Jesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Names  in  the  News 


attendance 


Brian  Hudson  (above,  left)  of 
New  Liberty  Church, 
Tishomingo  Association,  pre¬ 
sented  Clyde  Bray,  wife  of  the 
late  Lathon  Bray,  former  pastor 
of  New  Liberty  Churcn,  an 


years  of  Sunday 
School  attendance 
on  Oct.  5. 

Ordination 
services  for 
Tommy  Dewitt, 

pastor  of  Oak 
Grove  Church, 
Mississippi 
Association,  will 
be  held  at  6:30 

P.m.,  Jan.  11,  at 
rovidence 
Church,  Jayess. 


First  Church, 
Crystal  Springs,  will  honor 
James  Beasley  on  his  25th 
anniversary  as  minister  of 
music.  A  reception  will  be 
held  in  fellowship  hall,  Jan.  11, 
2-4  p.m. 


m. 


1 


|J1»  • 


Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  ordained  (from  the  left)  Steven 
Smith,  Steve  Thomas,  and  Eddie  Wren  on  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  1 9. 
Smith  is- a  graduate  of  Saltillo  High,  Mississippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  currently  serving  as  College  Minister  at  First 
Church,  Clinton.  Smith  is  the  son  of  Bobby  and  Diane  Smith. 
Thorrtas  is  a  graduate  of  Tupelo  High  and  Union  University.  He 
recently  served  as  Music  and  Youth  Director  at  First  Church,  Loretto, 
TN,  and  is  now  available  to  lead  praise  and  worship.  Thomas  is  the 
son  of  Owen  and  Hazel  Thomas.  Wren  is  a  graduate  fo  Tupelo  High, 
Union  University,  and  is  currently  attending  seminary  in  Memphis, 
where  he  serves  as  the  Student  Minister  at  First  Church,  Memphis. 
He  is  the  son  of  Judy  and  Ted  Ferguson  and  the  late  Jimmy  Wren. 


Staee  Changes 


sssvs 


Bob  Robinson  (right),  pastor  of  Maybank  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Members  of  Paris  Church,  Lafayette  Association,  are  seated  at  tables 
presents  a  license  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  to  Samuel  Nickles  (left)  on  at  the  dedication  of  their  new  activity  center:  Larry  Wicker  is  pastor. 
Oct.  1 2.  Nickles  came  to  be  a  Southern  Baptist  after  serving  for  22 
years xis  a  pastor  of  a  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  He  is  now  available 
for  pastorate  or  supply.  For  more  information  contact  Bob  Robinson 
at  (601)  545-9251. 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1953 


Lonnie  Myrick  has  resigned  Ernest  Ryals  has  resigned  as 
the  pastorate  of  Terry  Road  minister  of  music  at  Hepzibah 
Church,  Jackson,  to  become  the  Church,  Lawrence  Association, 
director  of  Grace  Fellowship  effective  Dec.  17. 

Ministries  which  will  be  locat- 

liMiftir  mm 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passenger; 


RESUMES  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  by  WANTED:  Small  mission  church  is  STAFF  POSITIONS  OPEN:  p/t  music  direc- 
Green  Valley  Baptist  Church  of  looking  for  a  1 5  passenger  van.  If  you  tor  and  f/t  associate  pastor  for  student,  edu- 
Henderson,  Nevada  for  a  Senior  Pastor  are  updating  your  transportation  fleet,  cation,  and  out-reach  ministry.  Send 

and  a  Minister  of  Music  by  ]an.  15,  please  call  (601)  456-5096. _  resume  to  FBC  Thibodaux,  1021  Canal 

1998.  Send  resumes  to  Mike  Farnham,  WANTED:  Missionary-minded  couple  to  Blvd.  Thibodaux,  Louisiana,  70301 . 
Chairman  of  Senior  Pastor  Search  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home  for  children  need-  CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  puf. 
Committee  or  Larry  Reynolds,  Chairman  ing  a  place  to  live.  This  is  an  evangelical  pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR- 
of  Music  Pastor  Search  Committee,  270  N.  organization  that  has  been  meeting  the  PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
Valle  Verde  Dr.  Henderson,  NV  89014.  physical,  emotional,  and  spiritual  needs  of  McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
PART  TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  children  for  103  years.  Compensation  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 
Woodland  Baptist  church  ATTN.  Loren  includes  housing,  food,  insurance  and  10  DAY  BEST  OF  ISRAEL  and  full  day 
Meeder  3033  Ridge  Road,  Columbus,  retirement.  This  is  not  a  behavior  modifica-  London  Tour  $1799  •00'.  Personally 

MS  39701  Tel:  (601)  327-6689  tion  facility.  Call  Mr.  Taylor  at  Palmer  escorted  by  experienced  Staff.  Call  for 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/ASSOCIATE  PASTOR.  Home  for  Children  (601 )  328-5216. _  dates  and  details  1-800-853-5337 

Baptist  church  in  Central  Maryland  has  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  Group  Rates  Available, 
immediate  opening  for  individual  with  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  PERSONAL  CARE/ASSISTED  LIV- 
calling  to  full  time-  ministry,  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat.  ING  Available  in  Private  upscale  home 
Responsibilities  include  development  of  Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  24  hours  -  7  day  full  service  adminis- 
comprehensive  music  program  and  pro-  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  tered  by  owner-operator  with  30  years 
motion  of  full  life  and  work  of  church.  (601 )  948-3391  Since  1965.  medical  experience  Information  by 

Mail  or  tax  resume:  Westminster  Baptist  FIRST  ALERT  SECURITY  SYSTEMS  your  inspection  visit  and  private  inter- 
Church,  354  Crest  Lane,  Westminster,  installed  Scoff-free  (Scott  Alarm  Co.)  view.  Call  for  appointment  Edwards 

MD  21157  FAX:  410-848-6460. _ Call  Jane  (601)  355-3733.  MS  (601 )  852-2010. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000.  1-800-830-0583.  Glassworks  ln<-  1  .nnn.r.(K  iQ7n 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


f  Check  " 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 

^  Buy!  A 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  1 5  Passenger, 

Gas  or  Diesel 
NO  CDL  Required 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


#7  in  Van 
Buses 


4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Growing  in  Grace 


1  Peter  2:1-10 


By  Debbie  Sills 


Though  Christians  face  trials 
and  temptations  every  day,  there 
is  a  way  to  overcome  those  times 
of  despair.  In  this  week's  pas¬ 
sage,  Peter  told  his  readers  to 
pursue  holiness  and  righteous¬ 
ness  as  a  response  to  the  salva¬ 
tion  given  to  us.  This  involves  a 
purifying  departure  from  con¬ 
formity  wi;h  the  world's  -stan¬ 
dards  and  a  union  with  Christ's 
exemplified  behavior  of  love. 

rowing  People  (2:1-3). 
IV1  !  ej'ns  chapter  two  with 
ar  ccntlo  reproof  to  Christians. 

I  (  :  Cl  s  to  begin 

growing  in  .pt.  ,  iatwity.  To 


Peter,  it  is  time  to  get  ISpPp 

down  to  business  so  to 
speak.  Many  people  in  Sil 
Peter's  time,  and  m  our 
day  and  age,  have  a  notion  that 
accepting  Christ  as  Savior  and 
Lord  is  the  sum  and  substance  of 
the  Christian  life.  It  requires 
much  more  than  that  however. 
Our  salvation  experience  should 
trigger  an  overwhelming  uige  to 
get  to  know  the  God  who  loves 
us  so  much.  We  should  turn  from 
envy  of  others,  deceitfulness, 
and  hypocrisy.  We  should  have  a 
great  desire  to  spend  time  talk¬ 
ing  with  God  and  reading  the 
precious  Word  he  has  given  to 
us.  Sadly,  many  Christians 


Life  and  Work 

Sexual  Abuse 

II  Samuel  13:1-2,  6-15, 19-22 


Don  Lum 


In  a  world  that  uses  careless 
words,  the  child  of  God  is  to 
speak  with  kindness  and  truth. 
In  a  world  that  is  self-seeking 
the  child  of  the  King  is  to  be  a 
servant.  In  a  world  that  is  cal- 
lused  and  unforgiving  we  need 
to.  h«»-rliffprpnt(  because  we  are 
servants  of  the'  Most  High. 

Our  study  this  week  centers 
around  a  topic  that  we  seldom 
venture  to  discuss  —  sexual 
abuse.  In  verse  31  of  Genesis  1 
we  read  that  God  saw  all  that  he 
had  made  and  it  was  veiy  good. 
Then  in  Genesis  3,  Eve  listened 
to  Satan's  lie  and  every  human 
since  then  has  followed  suit.  As 
we  exchange  God's  truth  for 
Satan's  lie,  we  allow  to  become 


perverted  what  God 
created  as  good. 

Sexual  abuse  is 
certainly  not  new,  Lm, 
but  it  tears  people 
apart  today  just  as  tragically  as 
it  did  in  David's  family.  The 
issue  is  ultimately  life  and 
death.  God's  way  leads  to  life. 
Satan's  way  leadsYo  death  and 
the  destruction  of  people,  fami¬ 
lies,  and  even  whole  societies. 

There  is  a  definite  right  and 
wrong  when  it  comes  to  the 
issue  of  sex.  How  can  you  be 
God's  light  in  this  matter? 

Sexual  abuse  is  often  con¬ 
ceived  in  frustration  (13:1-2).  In 
the  matter  of  sex,  the  answer  is 
simple  —  one  woman,  one  man, 
after  marriage.  That's  God's  plan. 
As  we  focus  on  pleasing  him 


WSjSh  today,  just  like  in  Peter's 
|1||||B  day,  never  yearn  for  the 
VHH  "milk  of  the  Word"  (v.  2). 
H  God's  Word  is  a  stepping 
JjH  stool  for  our  Christian 
JnH  growth.  He  has  given  us  a 
description  of  his  person 
and  an  example  of  now  to 
,,  v  .1  live  if  we  will  only  read. 

When  one  is  in  Jove,  gain- 
5  ing  knowledge  of  what 
that  person  is  all  about  — 
his  likes  ana  dislikes,  his  past,  his 
personality  —  is  one  of  me  most 
important  things.  How  much 
more  should  we  strive  to  know 
the  Almighty  God  who  loves  us, 
gave  us  life,  and  then  gave  his 
own  life  to  save  us? 

A  Serving  People  (2:4-8).  I  am 
sure  that  it  was  impossible  for 
Peter  to  write  these  verses  with¬ 
out  thinking  of  Jesus'  own  words 
to  him:  "You  are  Peter,  and  on 
this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church" 
(Matt.  16:18).  What  Jesus  meant 
was  on  the  faith  of  the  loyal 

nothing  ‘else  should  even 
be  considered.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  many  of  us  are  not 
focused  on  God  but  on  the 
world.  The  media  and  soci¬ 
ety  in  general  encourage  us 
in  sexual  matters,  that 
whatever  feels  good  is 
okay.  If  it  is  what  you  want, 
go  after  it. 

Sexual  abuse  is  pur¬ 
sued  in  deception  (13:6- 
11).  Amnon  had  a  friend  and  he 
had  a  plan.  Notice  how  Satan 
uses  people!  This  story  could  be 
taken  from  1998.  Pretending, 
tying,  deceiving;  Tor  the 
Christian  red  flags  should  go  up 
everywhere  in  the  face  of  tnese. 
If  you  are  having  to  lie  and  pre¬ 
tend,  something  is  wrong.  God 
wants  us  to  live  in  the  lignt.  He 
doesn't  want  us  weighted 
down  with  guilt  and  shame.  If 
this  is  where  you  are,  seek  God 
and  start  over.  Nothing  is  worth 
the  price  you  are  paying. 

Sexual  abuse  is  consummat¬ 
ed  in  domination  (13:12-15). 


Explore  the  Bible 

Staying  on  track 


Genesis  35:1-15 


By  Edna  Martin  Ellison  to  him  in  a  dream 

(Gen.  28:10-22). 

Most  church  rolls  are  cmbar-  When  times  get  -- 
rassingly  sprinkled  with  names  rough,  we.  can  renew  Ellison 
of  "spiritual  dropouts"  —  mem-  our  faith  by  returning 
bers  who  once  were  active  in  to  the  point  of  our  spiritual 
church  life.  What  are  reasons  for  roots.  To  renew  Jacob's  faith, 
this  phenomenon?  Can  we  do  God  told  him  to  build  an  altar 
anything  to  prevent  it?  Events  to  God  at  Bethel.  Jacob  directed 
recorded  in  Genesis  35  suggest  his  household  to  do  three 
several  actions  we  can  take  to  things  before  they  moved: 
avoid  becoming  dropouts.  throw  away  all  idols,  purify 

Remember.  Your  Spiritual  *  themselves,  and  put-jon  clean- 
Roots  (35:1-7).  Two  ‘  of  Jacob's  f  Clothes.  We  can  comare  their- 


to  him  in  a  dream 
(Gen.  28:10-22). 

When  times  get 
rough,  we.  can  renew  Ellis 
our  faith  by  returning 
to  the  point  of  our  spiritual 
roots.  To  renew  Jacob's  faith, 
God  told  him  to  build  an  altar 
to  God  at  Bethel.  Jacob  directed 
his  household  to  do  three 
things  before  they  moved: 
throw  away  all  idols,  purify 
themselves,  and  pulton  clean- 


sons,  Simeon  and  Levi,  had* 
murdered  residents  and  plun¬ 
dered  the  city  of  Shechem  in 
revenge  for  .their  sister  Dinah's 
rape  (Gen.  34).  Jacob  must  have 
been  worried  and  disappointed 
with  his  sons'  violence. 

God  spoke  to  Jacob  and 
urged  him  to  return  to  Bethel 
where  angels  had  first  appeared 


actions  to  our  repentance  from 
sin,  baptism,  and  putting  on  the, 
righteousness  of  Jesus. 

Even  though  he  himself  had 

f;rown  spiritually,  Jacob's  fami- 
y  had  failed  to  worship  God 
exclusively.  Before  they  left,  he 
took  all  their  idols  and  earrings 
associated  with  paganism  and 
buried  them.  (v.  4). 


After  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  leave,  the  entire 
household  and  livestock 
moved  toward  Bethel. 
God  protected  Jacob  and 
his  entourage  as  they 
journeyed  (v.  5).  When 
they  arrived  at  Bethel 
(called  Luz  by  others, 
before  Jacob  renamed  it; 
n  see  Gen.  28:19),  he  built 
an  altar  (v.  7)  and 

renamed  the  place  El-bethel, 
which  means  "God  of  Bethel." 

Refuse  to  Be  Distracted  (35:8). 
Soon  Deborah,  Rebekah's  nurse, 
died  (v.  8),  the  group  buried  her 
under  an  oak  at  Bethel  and 
named  the  tree  "Allon  Bacuth," 
which  means  "oak  of  weeping." 
This  funeral  is  a  good  example  of 
an  event  that  may  discourage  us 
and  set  us  back  in  our  spiritual 
development.  Though  this  was  a 
sad  event,  Jacob  seems  to  have 
continued  in  his  objective  of  spir¬ 
itual  maturity. 

Focus  on  Your  New  Identity 
(35:9-10).  God  appeared  to 
Jacob  again  and  re-emphasized 
his  new  name,  Israel  (see  also 


believer  the  Church  is  built.  Peter 
reminds  us  we  are  living  stones, 
part  of  the  building  of  the 
Church.  Christ  is  the  cornerstone 
—  the  stone  which  all  others  are 
based  upon.  He  gives  placement, 
direction,  and  strength.  Together, 
the  stones  raise  a  strong  building 

Sart,  the  stones  are  -useless. 

early  the  main  point  of  Peter  is 
that  we  a£  Christians  .should  t>e 
built  intt  ‘  the  fabric?.4  :'of  the 
Church.  We  are  not  .destined  to 
remain  alone;  but  rather- to  join 
together  in  brotherly  love  and 
form  a  fellowship  with  one 
another  and  with  God. 

A  Chosen  People  (2:9-10).  In 
verse  9  we  find  those  things  to 
which  the  Christian  is  a  witness. 
First  of  all,  God  has  called 
believers  out  of  darkness  into 
his  marvelous  light.  When  a 
man  comes  to  know  Christ,  he 
comes  to  know  God  and  comes 
to  know  goodness  and  power  to 
overcome  temptations.  Christ  is 

Power,  physical  strength,  and 
controlling  people  are  issues  in 
sexual  abuse!  Amnon  was 
stronger  than  Tamar  so  he 
refused  to  listen  to  her.  He  vio¬ 
lated  her  as  he  lay  with  her.  He 
could,  so  he  did.  Then  he  hated 
her.  He  hated  how  he  felt,  but  he 
got  what  he  wanted.  No  longer 
frustrated,  now  he  was  finished 
with  her.  She  wasn't  important. 

Sexual  abuse  is  multiplied 
in  consequences  (13:19-22).  For 
every  action  there  is  a  reaction. 
For  every  choice  there  is  a  con¬ 
sequence.  You  will  reap  what 
you  sow  (Gal.  6:7).  We  don't 
always  like  it,  but  it  is  a  truth 
that  will  never  change.  This 
story  actually  goes  back  to 
another  case  of  sexual  abuse: 
David  and  Bathsheba. 
Consequences  do  multiply. 

David  couldn't  or  wouldn't 
control  his  own  sexual  desires 
and  thus  provided  a  poor  exam- 

Ele  for  his  son.  In  addition, 
>avid's  lack  of  parental  disci¬ 
pline  allowed  Amnon  to  grow 


Gen.  32:28).  Just  as  Jacob  took  a 
new  name  after  an  encounter 
with  God,  we  also  have  a  new 
identity  when  we  establish  a 
relationship  with  the  Lord.  We 
call  ourselves  Christians  and 
have  a  new  life  in  Christ. 

Trust  God's  Promises  (35:11- 
12).  After  re-emphasizing  the 
new  name,  God  then  renewed 
the  covenant  he  had  made  with 
Abraham  and  Isaac,  now 
promised  to  Jacob  (vs.  11-12). 
We  also  can  trust  God's  promis¬ 
es  given  in  his  word. 

Renew  Commitment  to  God 
(35:13-15)-After  God  ascended 
(v.  13),  Jacob  worshiped  (vs.  14- 
15).  He  renewed  his  faith  in  an 
almighty  God.  Tike  us,  he  found 
renewed  spiritual  maturity  as 
he  worshiped. 

Questions  to  consider 

1.  Where  did  your  pilgrim-/ 
age  of  faith  begin  (v.  1)?  Tnank 
God  now  for  tne  time  you  first 
encountered  him. 

2.  Are  you  absolutely  clean 
of  things  that  defile  you  spiritu¬ 
ally  (vs.  2-4)?  Like  Jacob's 
household,  each  of  us  needs  to 


the  standard  by  which  all  our 
actions  and  motives  are  tested. 
The  fact  that  God  chose  us 
means  we  are  no  longer 
insignificant.  We  are  important 
and  have  a  purpose  for  living. 
Our  identity  is  in  Christ.  Who 
we  are  and  what  we  become  are 
because  of  Christ.  There  are  ben¬ 
efits  to  being  a  Christian:  hope, 
love,  eternal  life.  There  is  also 
responsibility.  We  are  not  per¬ 
manent  residents  of  this  earth. 
Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  be  in 
God's  presence,  to  look  upon  his 
face  and  experience  the  splen¬ 
dor  of  his  heaven.  Therefore, 
while  we  are  here,  we  should  do 
nothing  which  would  keep  us 
from  obtaining  that  goal.  We 
should  not  become  entangled 
with  the  evil  of  this  world. 
Christians  are  unique.  Our 
actions  should  be  unique  and 
different  from  the  world. 

Sills  is  advertising  coordinator 
for  The  Baptist  Record. 

up  getting  whatever  he  desired. 
Tnat  proved  a  disastrous  com¬ 
bination  when  Amnon's  focus 
became  Tamar.  Amnon  chose 
poorly.  He  allowed  his  selfish 
desires  to  overrule  his  senses. 
The  consequences  proved  cost¬ 
ly  for  untold  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple.  Amnon  lost  his  life,  Tamar 
was  disgraced,  David  felt  the 

f>ain  of  losing  a  son  he  dearly 
oved  ,  and  he  was  left  with  vU' 
knowledge  that  his  own  m 
was  not  what  it  needed  to  be. 
The  people  who  loved  and 
trusted  King  David  looked  on 
in  disbelief  and  above  all,  God 
was  pained.  Remember,  God 
hates  sin  because  sin  always 
hurts  his  creation. 

Live  in  the  light  this  year 
and  find  ways  to  share  it  in 
your  corner  of  the  world. 
Sexual  abuse  will  only  be 
avoided  as  one  person  at  a  time 
focuses  on  God  and  then  choos¬ 
es  life. 

Lum  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Baptist  Evangelism  Dept. 


"clean  house"  occasionally. 

3.  Can  you  recall  times  God 
has  protected  you  just  as  he  did 
Jacob  when  he  left  Shechem  (v. 
5)?  Pause  now  and  thank  God 
for  his  protection. 

4.  How  have  you  stayed  on 
track  in  your  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  even  through  discourage¬ 
ment  or  distractions  (v.  8)? 

5.  How  have  you  lived  up  to 
your  name  of  Christian  (v.  10)? 

6.  Do  you  have  a  personal 
covenant  with  God  (vs.  11- 
12)?  List  God's  promises  you 
have  claimed. 

7.  How  long  has  it  been 
since  you  renewed  your  com¬ 
mitment  to  God  (vs.  13-15)? 
ftow  is  the  time. 

m.  Like  all  of  us,  Jacob  had 
Raws  in  his  personality. 
'However,  Jacob  had  one 
redeeming  feature:  he  had  had 
an  encounter  with  God.  He  was 
obedient  and  he  kept  renewing 
his  faith.  He  refused  to  be  a 
spiritual  dropout.  What  a  good 
example  he  sets  for  us! 

Ellison  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Miss.  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
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K  CMMH  VKLU  WA 
ZKJFUZ  JM  EU  NFMAUV 
JFKV  CZUKJ  ZWNFUA, 
KVH  BMXWVC  SKXMIZ 
£KJFUZ  JFKV  AWBXUZ 


KVH  CMBH. 

DZMXUZEA  JTUVJO-JTM: 
r  MVU 


Clue:  E=B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  yourSible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
wt'ek's  puzzle:  Isaiah  Titty -tour: 
Ten 


.  i.  ■■■ 


Ambassadors'  host  United  Nations  lunch 


but  we  seek  to  root  our  laws  in  deleg 
values  that  are  eternal  rather  faith 
than  values  that  are  constantly  own 
changing."  •’ r  .  .  ;  .  "J 

That  root,  according  ;  tp  my  li 
Huckabee,  is  the  golden  rule.  Chris 
"Those  of  us  who  govern  tions 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP) — A  Nov.  11  story  in  the  Austin  Americar 
Statesmen  containing  statements  attributed  to  outgoing  Baptii 
General  Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT)  President  Charles  Wad 
was  inaccurate,  according  to  the  Texas  newspaper  in  a  eorrectio 
published  Nov.  28. 

The  Texas  newspaper's  page  A1  story,  written  by  staffer  Kir 
Sue  Lia  Perkes,  parapnrasea  Wade's  remarks  on  Southern  Baptu 
Convention  (SBC)  leaders'  focus.  She  wrote  that  Wade  said  th 
SBC  is  focusing  on  forcing  "all  Baptists  to  believe  the  Bible  is  fa< 
tually  scientifically  true,  lr  they  don't  back  off  from  insisting  o 
biblical  inerrancy  as  a  Baptist  litmus  test,  then  they  will  driv 
more  and  more  Texas  Baptists  away." 

In  fact,  Wade  said,  "Southern  Baptist  leaders  will  have  our  suf 
port  if  they  focus  on  missions  and  evangelism,  but  they  will  driv 
more  and  more  Texas  Baptists  away  if  me  focus  on  requiring  cor 
formity  as  a  condition  of  cooperation." 

The  newspaper,  in  its  correction  notice  on  page  A2,  said,  "Wad 
did  not  discuss  the  subject  (biblical  inerrancy)  during  his  preside! 
tial  address  but  spoke  instead  against  the  SBC's  effort  to  enforx 
'conformity  as  a  condition  of  cooperation'  among  its  churches." 
As  a  result  of  the  newspaper's  dglay  in  making  the  correctioi 
laptist  Press  and  Baptist  state  papers  carried  tfi 
tatesman's  version  of  Wade's  comments.  BGC 
itist  Press  a  copy  of  Wade's  comments  whic 
BP's  Nov.  25  release  as  well  as  a  statement  by 
sman  that  at  that  time  affirmed  the  Nov.  1 
ttion  was  part  of  a  larger  story  about  BGCT  off 
rials  commenting  on  the  formation  of  a  new  Texas  conventioi 
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a  Kentucky  Baptist  Fellowship 
ly  (KBF),  a  moderate  group  sup- 
P  portive  of  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellow-ship, 
ps  "I  don't  know  where  on  the 
ie  spectrum  you  would  put  us, 
v  because  there  are  a  lot  of  cen- 
te  trists  in  our  state  who  identify 
iil  with  us  with  regard  to  their  con¬ 
ic  cems  about  the  drifting  of  rela- 
i-  tionship  between  the  KBC  and 


officials  g 
were  pub! 
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